I was the more easily persuaded into this large invest-
ment in real estate in consequence of the unsettled and
uncertain condition of the currency, owing to vicious legis-
lation and bad management of the finances. There is wild-
ness in Congress; we are without stability or system; all is
afloat concerning values.

During the week old friends have called and welcomed
me back, and I am not aware that any were turned away
from me. The prompt cordiality of Washington is not
a characteristic of Hartford, and my quiet, unannounced
return had doubtless some influence in restraining ad-
vances. My old friend Calvin Day was absent from the
city when I arrived, and did not get home until midnight
on Saturday. As soon as he knew I was here, on Monday
morning, he called. H. A. Perkins, Mrs. Colt, Beach, Sey-
mour, etc., etc., called. Mark Howard is absent. Governor
Hawley saw me at breakfast on Wednesday last and im-
mediately came and greeted me. He declared he knew no-
thing of my being in the city until he saw me, although it
was a week after my arrival had been announced in his
paper.

The government steamer Tallapoosa, which had my
effects on board, drew so much water that the pilot feared
to cross the bar at Saybrook, and they therefore were
landed at New London on Saturday, the 1st, and brought
by steamer thence to Hartford on the 3d. This misfor-
tune to me was the occasion of special exultation by party
scavengers.' The New York Tribune had two or three
malicious articles on the subject. The C our ant of this city
imitated the Tribune in an article by its local contributor,
which, however, Governor Hawley, the editor, promptly
corrected the following day. The love of scandal and
malice is great with many, and the New York Tribune is
not excelled in this regard. It has little followers.

The General Assembly convened on Wednesday, and
the Governor, Jewell, was inaugurated. The day was pleas-
ant and the crowd in attendance great. In days long gone by